

CHAPTER V 

STATISTICS OF PRIVATE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS FOR 

THE YEAR 1030-31 

rr 'T J n, y K,LL "’ SUtWtan, »d Rose Maam Surra 

tbs Division ot Statistics of wbicb (sm M. Forrse b Chief; sad br Bias 
OooDTKooim, Assistant Conunkaionar of Education 

nEPORTS MADE TO the Ofcce of Education by State depart- 
menta of education show an enrollment of 21,278,593 children in 
Jementaiy schools during 1929-30. Between two and three million 
ithfr children attend private elementary school*. Estimates for the 

^ tk U< n the 10141 private elem entary school enrollment at 
,.55,43(X The Department of Education of the National Catholic 
iVel fare Conference reports 2,222,598 pupils enroUed in the elementary 
chools that are affiliated* with the Roman Catholic Church* Evi- 

lendy about 1 elementary school child in every 10 in this countrv 
oes to a private school. 

This study was made with a view to securing actual enrollments and 
idditional reformation concerning the education of these more than 
fco million children who attend private elementary schools. A qu«- 
bonnaire was sent by the Office of Education to more than 9,000 private 
Momentary schools for which names and addressee could be obtained 

/ 7 re 2f. V6d , ,roql 6 ' 815 including 592 nonaectarien 

tbo«ls, 269 affiliated with Proliant denominations, and 5,954 
loman Catholic schools. In these replies the actual enrollment by 
odividual schools totals . 1 ,802,947 pupils, or 79.5 per cent of the 
umber estimated by this office from various reports. Of these, 1,730- 
70 pupils were in Roman Catholic schools. This is 77.9 per Cent of 

Department of Education of the National 
athoho Welfare Conference to be in elementary schools ofthe Roman 
a ohc Church. Whereaa the eetiigptee prsvioualy reported by this 
Ece gave only enrollments, this inquiry secured euch mformation as 
ie types of admuuntrativa control of private elementary schoola, the 
umber of teachara employid id them, the embllrnenta by grade and 
ir, and the length of school term. * 

The cooperation of other private schools is invited in makinfr 
iccessivo report* more neariy complete. 
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2 BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1930-1033 

f ** 

ENROLLMENTS IN PRIVATE BLB^BNTARY SCHOOLS 

By Stales . — Table 1 shows that acoording to the reports from 6,81 j 
schools, the private elementary school enrollment reported in thh 
study is about 8 per cent oi the total public and private elementary 
school enrollment in the UnitVd Statee. Insome Statee the pereeptag, 
nrns much higher, with New Hampshire and Rhode Island each report 
ing more than 20 per, cent of their elementary school pupils in privsu 
schools, Connecticut, Delaware, and Massachusetts reporting slightly 
more than 15 per cent, and eight other States and the District of 
Columbia, all east of the Mississippi River, reporting between 10 and 
15 per cent. in private schools. New York State, with 293,337 children 
attending private schools, leads all Statee in total private elemental; 
school enrollment. Pennsylvania is next with 254,459 enrolled. 
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Tamum !•— Enrollment* in private elementary tchooU — Continued 
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The States varied in actual num hereof schools reporting from 822 
b New York and 701 in Pennsylvania to 2 in Wyoming. No achools 
n Nevada replied. * 

By qfilptfon or control. —K b shown in Table 2, most private ele- 
nentary schools have some denominational affiliation or control. Of 
he 6,815 Bchoola reporting, 6.228, or 91 per cent of the total, were 
ither affiliated 'with or controlled by some religious denomination. 
>f these the Ronfan Catholic schools' accounted for 1,730,670, or 
early 96 per cent of the pupils. The’ Friends schools reportedthe 
ext largest nuniber with 4,967, or about 0.3 pei* cent. Roman 
atholio schools reported from every State but Nevada; Episcopal 
ihools from 22 States; Methodist- schools from 21; Seventh Day 
dventist from 16;. Presbyterian and Baptist each from 14; Friends 
oA 10; Lutheran from 6; and Congregational from 5 . 

The 592 nonsectarian schools accounted for nearly 3 per. cent of all 
ie children enrolled in private schools. • New York with r27_eehools 
tassachusette with 61, California with 49, Pennsylvania with 48, and 
ew Jersey with 4> were the leaders in the number of these schools 
porting. It is probable that all, or nearly all, of these schools charge 
me tuition. Four hundred and seventeen replied on the queetion- 
sre that there were regular tuition chargee. 


0 


BIENNIAL SURVEY .OP EDUCATION , * 1 930- 1 932 


4s. 




o 

ERIC 


*TTdnj 

f 

*' 

9 

3 

3 

i 51353 3352* 3*8SI«S35Sg SIS i 

*x*F>8 

9 

«0 

5 

, «* 

s-sgs 5 2SS« =g§ss sass§ j s « 

^ a 


a 

a 

I 

£ 

|I!H »*2M jSS« 1 ISSEI =S= 


flfCXK|93 

s 

! 3 

2 : :s~ S c, ® 22£ ; is*- i •2*"2;s =*• 

Pi 

smlnj 

m 

§ 

«— r 

. i : : '1 : : : : : 

• * • • • ••!• 

• • • B a ••!■ 

-::::: : : : : 

j * Ml S3 MS ; ja 
. : : : : 

*xxpg 

9 

p-* 

Cf 

• • * • • • i i ^ 

« • « • « i . • • 

• * • j j * • • • 

i ^ i i • •« a 1 ' fp* 

• • ♦ aa a a 

* a a • • <| 

ffi 

lit 

!• 

a 

s 

K 

ifeSSS ! i :2 

• % i'i • 

-» • • • * 

Mm- inn §n 


a 

s 

• • tH 

i - i i i- i i : i • » • ‘ 

» • 1 a a a a a a ! 

O 

J3 

a 

m 

U 

*mlnj 

r» 

« 

* 

§§353 s3s=? Jis§s 35SS3 BaS 

§ ; v 

• -« 'a* «*■>•« - - - 

•fooqog 

s 

i 

r-*ss ^saa= sjssrSS*®* |5' 

• 

Kg 

8Bdna 

?. 1 

* ! 

§ 

e* 

3ii*i : 11*8 !§a ! ! 5 I j j : i :3 

|| | J • * • • a a • a a | | 

**XP9 

2 ‘ 

fO 

* 1 * ••• ft | ft 1 1 a | . 

P 9 •"* • • 1 '*<^4 l»4»4 If Q a t t l , 

J : : : r : * : : ! • • ? • • * 

_JL_ 

siFlnj 

a 

8 

4 

g j ; lass 

• * a a 

•9 * <2 & a a • *% III 

1 * * a a a a a a a 

* • • > a a a a a a , 

■ • • \ a a a < , , , 

*|0o<P8 

s 

3 

«*’?«•• '-a-* -a 

« 1 • 1 | 

9 • a i a • ’> , 

*t% a » H ** a a > • r a i 

| ■ * . a a » a a a a 

• *i a a a a < . . 

] 

•n»*iy 

«* 

.§ 

• • * * i « a a i 

• • a a a i i • i 

• « • * • * a • a 

•••at taaa 

• « a a a a a a a 

• • • • 

» a a a a a a a at, 

:ss : : : : : : : • : ■ 

a •• a a a a . , , t 

1 at a a « a . aaa 

• a a a a a • . , , , 

tpxnps 

a 

■o 

* a I a « a a a a 

l I'I i a taaa 

■ • • a t a Bail 

• a a a a t • a a 

• * a a a I a a a a • 

•r*H a a a a a a a aaa 

a II • a a a a a* a a 

* a a ataraa ■ a r 

I 

W>nj 


S 

V 

• • • • • • a ■ 

• a r a * iQ a a. 

a • a a a a ■ a a • 

• • a a a >9 a a 

a a a a a a » a 

» a a a a a a a 

a a a j aaa p a i .a 

: J : : :§2 : : : 

: : : : : i : : : : 

W»8 

• 

S 

•taaa a a | 

• • a a a i«« a , 

• a a a a a a , 

»«»ia a a« 

• » • » a a a a a a 

a iPtl a i a a 1 * 4*4 . « , 

i 1 : : : : : • : • 

' M 


v» 

9 

C 

4 

1 ! j* j x iS*R 388** i ; iss j 

III | | • a a a a a 

•IDOipb 

m 

S 

• j •« • *** ;«<*-• ******** *4 | j : : : 

--i ■ » ! • J ! a ' 

I 

, *D«taJ 

* 

i 

_ . • • • • • H i 

O a a a a a « a iK 

8 : : : : 

• » a • a a' a a 

. a a • a a a a a 

Maia t a | 1 1 a aaa 

* • • a a a a a a a aaa 

x» f*aa ■•a«a aai 

# a • a a a A a a • a a 

a • • a a a a a a a aaa 

a a a a a • a . a < a 1 a 

nooqDg 


o 

*4 

"ii! III- . ! S ! ! w, 

J J f • • • « » aiata a ■ a a a a a a 

3 

1 

•ataj 


s 

• la alia 

fc * H. a a a a a afy 

CD ‘fl • a a a a aiD 

a#| a a ) I 1 aS 

• > a a • • a 

• «a a a a a 

i a' 1 J 1 

:8 : : : 2 : : r : 

„ **4 aaa a 1 a a 

- • ♦- • » fill a 

# » a a a a a a • 


•* 

8 

1 — •• till | ft 6 | A ■ | a , 

• • V • • f f d 1 ft A jbA | i i ft I 

a it * a a a * ™ l a I ** J l J J I*** 


1 




• ■ \ 





o 

ERIC 


6 


BIENNIAL SUHVBT OF EDUCATION, 1880-1032 



By sex.— On thevwhole there is little difference in the numbers »l 
boys and girls attending private elementary schools. Of the total 
enrollment 49.6 per cent are boys, 50.4 per cent are girls. In publi ( 
elementary schools the proportion for boys and girls is 51 per cent and 
49 per cent, respectively. 

Table 3 shows considerable variation in the enrollment of boys and 
girls in the schools affiliated with different denominations. Thefon- 
gregational, Friends, and Methodist schools have larger numbers o 
gir in their schools; the Episcopal schools have a larger number of 
boys. These figures somewhat reflect the situation among private 
elementary schools in regard to boarding departments for children of 
elementary school age in that more boarding departments are provided 
for girls than for boys. Of 662 schools reporting boarding depart- 
ments, 288 were for girls, 151 for boys, and 223 for both girls and 

Tabls 3. Private elementary school enrollment by eex 
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By grades. Table 4 distributes the total enrollment in privatei 
elementary schools in the various grades, including the kindergarten 
Much the largest enrollment is in the first grade. The next th 
grades enroll considerably fewer than the first, but the number 
mains approximately the same through the fourth grade, beginning 
then a steady decline through the eighth grade/ This indicates that 
private elementary schools are not principally primary schools, 
grammar schools, nor any other limited grade organization, but U 
on the other hand to include the normal eleme ntary school range. 

* ^ dwolar to Avaflabl* In Uw Office ot Education which lists private acbook reporting boardlnc < 
menu for children ol ilomenUrj aob pj| 
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BIENNIAL SURVEY OP EDUCATION, 1980-1932 


5s m mu sus is 1 

s? “X ** | ng 5 



o 

ERIC 


i . 


i§*85 3*9*5 39*9 58 

-* * tf S 


§8513 §9919 I2«§ 58 2 

jjcf ^ •* <* g ~g 

cf 


81888 SSSSg 

S'* -r j 


38*5 58 5 
* t ~t ' 


88888 83885 88*8 Ss 3 




*m% 3*589 
* -* 


88*9 58 5 
* 8 "1* " 


55929 IS3S8 

rf* * J 


2**8 3§ 3 

* 8* 5 


- tf* 


9*559 9*931 


of a 


39*9 33 3 

*93 

<* 


22328 15913 
** -» -« 


9198 59 3 

*n 


28889 2*589 *8*8 59 2 
" J * * 







iii&i ■ ■ ■■■'■ 





PRIVATE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 9 


At the bottom of Table 4 is shown the per cent each grade's enroU- 
wfent is of the total private elementary school enrollment, and with 
this are presented similar data for public elementary school enroll- 
nent. . Private school enrollment percentages are notable for their 
regularity of decrease; for the evidence they give of less retardation 
than is usually attributed to public-school first grades, as shown by 
he 19.5 per cent of public-school children enrolled in first grades; and 
for the fact that the enrollments in upper grades do not drop so rapidly 
is do those in public elementary schools. 

* Kindergarten-nursery school enrollment showed a total of 39,663 
reported from 962 schools. The per cent kindergarten enrollment is 
of the elementary school totals in private schools is considerably less « 
than that in public schools. 


NUMBER OP TEACHERS IN PRIVATE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 


Not all of the schools which returned the questionnaire reported 
he number of teachers employed. Those that did, 5,829 in number, 
■eported a total of 40,650 teachers Employed in private elementary 
ichools (Table 5), an average of qtaut 7 teachers per school. Only 
19 per cent of the pupils report^ as enrolled in Roman Catholic 
f bools are accounted for in t h i s table. If this average holds true for 
all schools, it is probable that approximately 60,000 teachers were 
teaching in private elementary schools in 4930-31. 
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The number of pupils per teacher in all of the schools reporting 
reragee 39. The average for all except the Roman Catholic schools 
considerably below this — approximately 13 pupils per teacher. 

holic schools with an average of 41 pupils per teacher 
ixunate the public elementary school average of 37 
in cities of 10,000 population and more. 
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SIZE AND ORGANIZATION OF PRIVATE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

Public elementary schools in cities of 10,000 population and more 
averaged 416 pupils per school in 1920-30. 4 Table 6 shows that tho 
Roman Catholic schools average 291 pupils. The other elementary 
schools are on the average much smaller, enro lling an average of 84 
pupils. 

Many variations are found in the grades included in the private 
elementary schools. Many begin with kindergarten and continue 
through the eighth grade; others include the first six grades only; and 
others are parts of schools which include all eight grades and at least 
some of the high-school grades. 

Of the 962 schools reporting kindergartens, 122' were kindergartens 
or nursery schools only. 

A tabulation of the grade organization of the private elementary 
schools of the first 12 States alphabetically showed the following 
organizations in the 1,166 schools included: 


Number of 


Klexntptary only . 

Nursery only g 

Nursery and kindergarten 3 

Kindergarten only ... 18 

Kindergarten and elementary, or 
nursery, kindergarten/ and ele- 
mentary, through grade 6 or 

leea 19 

Kindergarten and elementary, or 
nursery, kindergarten, and ele- 
mentary, through grade 8 91 

Elementary through grade 6 or 

' less 17 

Elementary through grade 8 708 


KaaMatvy md higb schools 
Kindergarten, elementary, through 
1 , 2 , or 3 years of high school.'. . . 
Kindergarten, elementary, and 4 

years of high school 

Elementary, all or part, through 1, 

2, or 3 years of high school.. 

Elementary, all, or part, through 4 
years of high school i 


Total. 


Total. 


861 


LENGTH OF SCHOOL YEAR 

Not all of thg, schools reported the length of their school year. 
However, the medians for four groups are listed below in Table 6i 
For the Roman Catholic schools, 1,000 were selected at rando 
throughout the States reporting and taken as a sampling of the tot 
5,954 included in the study. 

Table 6. — Length of the tchool year 
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In 1929-30, 34 States and the District of 'Columbia reported an 
average school year in their public elementary schools of 171.8 days. 
r n the, same year 775 school systems in cities of 10,000 and more 
eported an average school year of 186 days. The median school 
■year m private schools falls between these two group averages. 

Supple me ntart Tablr A .-Summary of statistics of Catholic elementary ' 
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